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    Warm Up
  Imagine that you live deep inside a forest in Africa. Answer these questions.

 • What will you wear?

 • What will you eat?

 • How will you stay clean?

 •  What are the dangers you  

might face?

 • Where would you prefer to live—in the city or in the wild? Why?

L ittle Tarzan was an excellent climber. He could also do many things 

that his brothers and sisters could not do. They often marvelled at his 

cleverness, but in strength and size he was no match for them. At ten years, 

the apes were fully grown and some of them towered over six feet in height, 

while Tarzan, at the same age, was just a half-grown boy.

Yet such a boy!

From early childhood, he had used his hands to swing from branch  

to branch—following the example of his mother, Kala. As he grew older,  

he spent hour upon hour speeding through the treetops with his brothers 

and sisters.

no match for: not equal to 

towered over: stood taller than 

1 The Forest Lake
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His life among these fierce apes had been happy. He did not remember any 

other life, nor did he know that there was a big world filled with strange  

and new things outside his little forest.

But Tarzan had started to realise that a great difference existed between himself 

and his brothers and sisters. He did not resemble them at all. He tried to change 

this by plastering himself from head to foot with mud, but this dried and fell 

off. Besides, it felt so uncomfortable that he quickly decided that he preferred  

the shame of being so different to the discomfort of the drying mud.

In the higher land which his tribe liked to visit, was a little lake. It was on  

a sultry day of the dry season that he had gone down to the bank to drink.  

As he leaned over, his little face was reflected in the still water of the lake— 

the face of a little human boy.

Tarzan was shocked—this was the first time he had seen his own face.  

He began studying it closely. He was looking so intently that he did not hear 

the parting of the tall grass behind him as a great body pushed itself through  

the jungle.

fierce: showing strong feelings 

resemble: look like

plastering himself: covering himself

tribe: family

sultry: weather that is sultry is hot with air 

that feels moist

intently: in a way that shows great attention 

to something
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Sabor, the huge lioness, stood thirty paces away, lashing her tail.  

Slowly she moved a great paw forward, placing it noiselessly before she lifted 

the next. Then she advanced—her belly low, almost touching the surface  

of the ground—a great cat preparing to spring upon its prey.

Soon she was very close  

to Tarzan. She was crouching 

so low that she seemed 

flattened to the earth.  

Her tail lay quiet and straight 

behind her. She crouched 

this way for a moment,  

as though turned to stone. 

Then, with an awful scream, 

she sprang.

Her wild scream was not 

a warning. It was to make 

her victim freeze in fear. But this did not happen with Tarzan. Sabor’s scream 

pushed little Tarzan into immediate action. Before him lay the deep waters  

of the little lake—behind him, certain death.

He had been taught by his wild mother to avoid the waters of the lake.  

But of the two evils he faced now, his quick mind chose the lesser one.  

Almost as soon as Sabor’s scream had broken the silence of the jungle,  

Tarzan felt the cold waters close above his head.

He could not swim and the water was very deep.  He moved his hands and feet 

rapidly in an attempt to scramble upward and he fell into the stroke that a dog 

uses when swimming. He was very surprised and pleased with this new skill 

but he had no time for thinking much about it.

He was now swimming parallel to the bank and he could see Sabor there.  

The lioness was watching Tarzan, expecting him to return to shore, but the boy 

had no intention of doing this.

thirty paces: about thirty steps avoid: stay away from someone  

or something
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Instead, he raised his voice in the call of distress common to his tribe.  

Almost immediately, there came an answer from the distance and presently, 

forty or fifty great apes swung rapidly through the trees toward the pool.  

In the lead was Kala, his mother, for she had recognised the voice of her child.

Though more powerful than the apes, the lioness did not want to meet these 

angry adults. With a snarl of hatred, she sprang quickly into the bushes  

and disappeared.

Tarzan quickly swam to shore and climbed onto dry land. The feeling of 

freshness which the cool waters had imparted to him, filled him with surprise 

and gratefulness. And after, he missed no chance to take a daily swim in a lake 

or stream or ocean when it was possible to do so.

For a long time, Kala could not understand this for though her people could 

swim when forced, they did not like to enter water voluntarily.

Tarzan remembered the adventure with the lioness for days afterwards. 

Adventures like these added excitement to his daily life—otherwise it was just 

a dull round of searching for food, eating and sleeping.

Adapted from Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs

call of distress: a sound made to tell 

someone that you are in trouble

snarl: a low angry sound, made while 

showing one’s teeth

imparted to: given 

voluntarily: done, made or given willingly, 

without being forced or paid to do it

‘Feral children’ have always fascinated human beings.  

A feral or wild child is one who has been brought up by 

wild animals, not knowing that they are human. Tarzan 

of the Apes was a novel written by Edgar Rice Burroughs 

(1875–1950) more than a hundred years ago and was based 

on stories of feral children. The novel became extremely 

popular and many books, comic books and films were 

made about the character Tarzan.
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Reading 
 A. Answer these questions.

  1.  Why did Tarzan cover himself with mud? What happened  

after he did it?

  2. What was Tarzan doing at the lake?

  3. How did Sabor hunt Tarzan?

  4. Why did Tarzan stay in the lake?

  5. Why did the lioness run back into the jungle?

  6. Why was Kala so puzzled by Tarzan’s love for swimming?

 B. Find the sentences in the text that support these statements. 

  1. Tarzan and the apes were not similar in appearance. 

  2.  It was on a hot and humid day that Tarzan was thirsty  

and went to the lake.

  3. Tarzan was not frightened by Sabor’s scream.

  4. The apes did not like to swim in the lake.

 C. Think and answer.

   What kind of relationship did Tarzan have with Kala and his brothers 

and sisters? Use examples from the text to support your answer.

 D. Appreciating the text

   The theme is the main idea or meaning of a text. We can understand 

the theme of a text through the thoughts and feelings of the characters 

or through the actions that take place in a text.

   For example, Family is one of the themes in The Forest Lake.  

The lines on the next page tell you how Tarzan and his family loved 

and protected each other.
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•  As he grew older, he spent 
hour upon hour speeding 
through the tree tops with 
his brothers and sisters.

•  In the lead was Kala, 
his mother, for she had 
recognised the voice of  
her child.

   Now, read these sentences from the text. What is the theme  

they both suggest?

  •  They often marvelled at his cleverness, but in strength and size  

he was no match for them.

  •  He was nearly ten before he started to realise that a great difference 

existed between himself and his brothers and sisters.

  Find more lines from the text that suggest the same theme.

Vocabulary
The words in the box depict some form of movement or action. Refer to  

a dictionary and complete these sentences with the correct actions.  

Make sure you use the correct tense.

creep strut sneak sprint march tiptoe

1. The cat  silently towards the bird.

2. The boy  into the class because he was late.

3. The kids were so excited that they  down the stairs.

4. After winning the first prize, the player  about proudly.

5. She  to bed so that she would not wake the baby.

6. The troops  around the grounds in an orderly manner.

Writing
Tarzan has lived with apes his entire childhood. As a twelve-year-old,  

he visits a village for the first time and sees other humans.  
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Imagine you have the chance to interview him about this strange new 

experience. What would you ask him? What would he say? You can start  

like this—

Interviewer: Tarzan, when you visited the village, did you realise  

that the humans were just like you?

Tarzan: I was ten years old when I first realised that I did not look like my ape 

brothers and sisters. When I visited the village...

Activity
Form six groups in class. Each group represents a continent—Europe, 

Antarctica, Asia, North America, South America and Australia.  

Now, each group should imagine the story of Tarzan as set in that continent. 

How different would the story be? Use these questions to help you answer.

•  Which animals on your continent (instead of apes) would Tarzan  

have grown up with?

• How would Tarzan and his animal family spend their time?

• What skills would Tarzan have learned from his animal family?

•  Here, Tarzan tried to cover himself with mud to resemble his family.  

What would he do in your story?

•  Which animal on that continent (instead of a lion) would have attacked 

the young boy as its prey?

Values
Tarzan and the apes were very different from each other, yet they loved  

and respected one another.

• Is there someone you do not get along with?

• What can you and that other person do to improve your relationship?

 We should make an effort to get to know people that are different from us  

and understand their point of view. This will help all of us live together in peace.
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  SBIOA SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL, TRICHY-07 

CLASS – VII                 ENGLISH     DATE: 03.06.2020 

NAME: _____              ASSIGNMENT                DAY: WEDNESDAY 

 

                  INDEFINITE PRONOUN 

The indefinite pronouns are: 

anybody everybody nobody somebody 

anyone everyone no one someone 

anything everything nothing something 

 

We use indefinite pronouns to refer to people or things without saying exactly 
who or what they are.  
 
We use pronouns ending in -body or -one for people, and pronouns ending in -

thing for things: 

Everybody enjoyed the concert. 

I opened the door but there was no one at home. 

It was a very clear day. We could see everything. 

 

In negative clauses, we use pronouns with no-, not pronouns with any-: 

Nobody came. (NOT Anybody didn't come.) 

We do not use another negative in a clause with nobody, no one or nothing: 

Nobody came. (NOT Nobody didn't come.) 
Nothing happened. (NOT Nothing didn't happen.) 

 



 

 

A. Complete these sentences with the pronouns: 

1. Did you switch off the oven? I think I smell ________________ burning. 

2. ______________has seen Ali today. I think he hasn’t come to school. 

3. Do you have any ideas for the fair? I can’t think of ___________. 

4. ____________ must bring their own pencils and pens for the exam. 

5. There is ___________ in this box. It’s empty. 

6. Meena, there is _______________ at the door to see you. 

7. _______________ is possible as long as you put your mind to it. 

8. _______________ drank all the soda. 

9. Can _______________ tell me why it is raining again? 

10. _______________ likes to eat vegetables. 

11. _______________ will clean up the kitchen. 

12. _______________ was home at the neighbour's. 

13. _______________ loves to eat chocolate. 

14. _______________ brought canned goods to the charity drive. 

15. My parents always told me that _______________ is possible. 

B. Correct the errors in these sentences: 

1. Nobody in my family like cold food for dinner. __________________________________ 

2. Somebody should sweep the classroom. He should also wipe the blackboard 

clean.__________________________________ 

3. If anyone has a problem with the computers, she should report it to the 

teacher.________________________________. 

4. Somebody should be able to lend you his calculator.__________________ 

5. Everybody were tired after the picnic.__________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Vocabulary: 

A. Replace the highlighted words in these sentences with synonyms from 

the text: 

1. “You spilt milk all over me!” she shrieked.     Screamed 

2. Lekha mutters under her breath when she is angry.  _____________ 

3. Naresh scrubs the kitchen counter till the surface is gleaming.________ 

4. Chris began to weep when he heard about the earthquake in 

Indonesia.________ 

5. I was surprised when a bird suddenly flew into my room from the window. 

_________ 

6. I have never seen so many silly blunders in one page.  ________ 

B. Think and replace the underlined words with their antonyms. 

1. I thought the book was brilliant. I thought the book was quite stupid. 

2. I was dismayed when I heard that the test had been postponed. _____________ 

3. “I can do it,” Tariq said confidently. _____________________________ 

4. My cat Fluffy’s newborn kitten is so puny! _________________ 

5. “Who are you?” he asked in a thunderous voice._______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SBIOA SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL, TRICHY-07 

CLASS – VII                   ENGLISH                     DATE: 09.06.2020     

NAME: _____          ASSIGNMENT- POEM1           DAY:   TUESDAY 

 

Geography Lesson 

Our teacher told us one day he would leave       

And sail across a warm blue sea 

To places he had only known from maps, 

And all his life had longed to be. 

The house he lived in was narrow and grey 

But in his mind's eye he could see 

Sweet-scented jasmine clinging to the walls, 

And green leaves burning on an orange tree. 

He spoke of the lands he longed to visit, 

Where it was never drab or cold. 

I couldn't understand why he never left, 

And shook off the school's stranglehold. 

 

 

Then halfway through his final term 

He took ill and never returned, 

And he never got to that place on the map 

Where the green leaves of the orange trees 

burned. 

The maps were redrawn on the classroom wall; 

His name was forgotten, it faded away. 

But a lesson he never knew he taught 

Is with me to this day. 

I travel to where the green leaves burn 

To where the ocean's glass-clear and blue, 

To all those places my teacher taught me to love 

But which he never knew. 

                                     Brian Patten 

I. Read the above poem and answer the questions below: 

1. What did the teacher dream about? 

2. Which line tells you that the teacher was imaginative? 

3. Was the teacher fond of the school?  

4. Did the teacher’s dream come true? 

5. How is the speaker similar to his teacher? How is he different? 

II. Read the lines and answer the following questions: 

1. The house he lived in was narrow and grey 

    a. Was the teacher’s life exciting? 
    b. what do the words ‘narrow’ and ‘grey’ suggest? 
 
2. I couldn’t understand why he never left, 
     And shook off the school’s strangle hold 
 
     a. Explain the use of the word ‘strangle hold’ 
     b. Was the job good for the teacher? 
 

https://www.poemhunter.com/brian-patten/


3. The Maps were redrawn on the classroom wall 
 
     a. Whose maps were changed? 
     b. Does the word ‘map’ here refer only to real maps or also the lessons/  
          dreams the teacher spoke of? 
     c. Is the teacher forgotten by everyone?   
 
III. Prepare a speech on the topic “Prevention is better than Cure” 
 
  

 


